
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2019 
 
 
The Work Session of September 30, 2019 called to order at 6:33 p.m. and the open public 
notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Marshall, the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  There were no 
comments made at this time. 
 
The first item discussed was a request form a group called Citizens Improving Affordable 
Housing (CIAH).  They would like the legislators to step up and address affordable housing.  
They have provided a letter of support that they want each municipality to send to their 
legislators.  Part of the letter addressed the list of NJ Bills, indicating that they have been 
put in priority order.  After discussing the request Commissioner Kasko stated that the 
Commissioners should be in support.  The Administrator questioned whether or not they 
would want to be in support of all of the NJ Bills listed.  Mayor Rochford suggested 
checking with the New Jersey League of Municipalities (NJLM) to find out their stance on 
each of the bills in question.  Commissioner Marshall suggested checking with our 
legislators to see if they are in support as well.  The Commissioners discussed the possible 
effects of the various bills, especially the one taking affordable housing back out of the 
Court.  The Commissioners agreed that Commissioner Kasko would get feedback from 
NJLM and discuss at the next work session. 
 
Next, the Commissioners reviewed a request from the Tinton Falls Council regarding 
support of a November State Referendum Question regarding Veteran’s Property Tax 
Deductions while living in a CCRC.  The Administrator clarified that they are asking the 
municipalities to urge their residents to approve this question on the ballot.  The 
Commissioners agreed that they would take no position on this question and take no 
further action on the request. 
 
The State’s Best Practices worksheet was reviewed by the Administrator.  She did point 
out that the State is not attacking state aid to municipalities if they don’t answer yes to 
a certain percentage of questions.  After reviewing a few questions, the Commissioners 
agreed to provide any further questions prior to the next work session.  

 

The Commissioners discussed a potential amendment to the property maintenance 
ordinance that would set a fee for overgrown yards, rather than requiring those who had 
violated that portion of the ordinance to appear in court on the first offense.  The Borough 
Solicitor reviewed the requirements within the current property maintenance ordinance 
and confirmed that a second offence would require a court appearance.  The fee set 
for the first offense was discussed and it was agreed to be the same as the first offense 
for placing leaves in the street at $50.  It was noted that writing these tickets and 
appearing in court was taking up time for our Code Enforcement Officer, especially when 
the resident did not appear as required, or if the property was owned by a bank.  Mayor 



Rochford asked if this would also cover construction sites, where they do not maintain 
the yard until they have completed the construction.   The Administrator noted that 
construction sites are issues summonses as well when they don’t maintain the yards.  The 
Commissioners agreed to the amending ordinance, with the understanding that there 
would be a warning notice first. 

 

Commissioner Marshall reviewed issues that the Shade Tree Commission (STC) is having 
with contractors continuing to run heavy equipment over the root area of borough trees 
on construction sites and asked if a similar fee schedule could be set up.  He has heard 
from the Community Development Director and the STC’s Chairperson multiple times on 
this issues.  The Administrator suggesting getting additional information for further 
discussions at the next work session.  The Commissioners agreed to gather more 
information first. 

 

The October 8th Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Administrator 
advised that the resolution authorizing the acceptance of the audit report is on this 
agenda, and the corrective action plan would be included on the October 22nd 
agenda.  There were no questions asked at this time. 

 

Commissioner Kasko provided an update on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  
Per their meeting of the prior week it was noted that they brought in approximately 
$52,000 in net profit from the Crafts and Fine Arts Festival in July.  He then commented on 
PfH’s interest in a single use plastic bag ban.  A subcommittee has been formed with 
members of the Environmental Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield, as well as 
interested business owners.  The Administrator advised that the high school’s 
environmental teacher has also expressed interest in working on this topic as a student 
project. 

 

Commissioner Marshall noted that he has received an email from a concerned resident 
stating that an ordinance previously approved to change specific yield signs to stop signs 
had not been physically done as yet.  The Administrator asked to have the email 
forwarded to her so that she could look into the issue.  Commissioner Marshall also noted 
that he has received comments about public employees not using their seat belts when 
driving public vehicles.  The question was asked if this was in reference to Public Works or 
the Police Department because the police have been exempted from this requirement 
for other safety reasons.  Lastly, Commissioner Marshall stated that he has been 
contacted by residents on Prospect Road regarding hazardous conditions on that road 
and asking what is being done about it.  The Administrator advised that this would be 
discussed in the next engineering meeting, as this road in a part of the 2020 Road 
Program project.  She further noted that there are a number of things to look at for this 
road before any decisions could be made. 

 



Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss 
settlement issues with the HERD lawsuit on the Bancroft Redevelopment Plan.  Mayor 
Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:08 p.m., where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


